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A little boy tells how he received the gift of his name by first introducing King David, then discussing

how Adam named all of the living things, listing biblical names and names common in Mexico,

Russia, and Israel, and then explaining how he was named after his great-grandfather. Jewish

naming customs are briefly explained in an author's note. The text jumps from King David to Adam

to naming customs around the world without any transitions, resulting in a narration that feels

random and choppy. The illustrations lack dimension and movement, and the changes in font sizes

are distracting. So while the concept of this book is appealing, it is ineffective at showing the reader

how truly wonderful the gift of a name can be. Reviewed by Rachel Kamin.ANOTHER VIEW (four

stars)This charming picture book is about how we are given the gifts of our names. It begins with the

story of a boy named David, who is called different names by his parents and his friends, but when

he grows up, his people call him "Your Majesty". To his son, Solomon, he is simply "Daddy." Gadot

then explains in simple terms how names come from many origins, including the Bible, and that

names vary by culture and geography. The story then shifts to the first person, and is told from the

perspective of a modern boy named David, who was named after his grandfather. "The very first gift

my parents gave me was my name," he says, and then he tells how he, like King David, is called

many things by the people in his life who care about him. Marie Lafrance's beautiful illustrations

depict both Biblical and modern scenes with bright colors and bold brush strokes. An appealing



read-aloud, this book could be used as a discussion or writing prompt to have children share the

stories of their own names. A brief explanation of Jewish naming customs is included.Reviewed by

Alison Kelly.
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